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Dick Pratt oversees 17 depart-
ments and four programs offering
more than 80 different degrees at
Clarkson University, but he’d
rather be the provost at the
University of Montana.
Pratt is the
founding dean
of the School
of Arts and
Sciences at
C l a r k s o n
University in
upstate New
York and is
looking for a
new challenge. 
If Pratt is
granted his
challenge and hired as UM’s
provost, he plans to hustle and
work hard to improve the
University, he said.
“The most important thing is to
really get to know the institution
Weather
Partly
cloudy 26 F
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Although nothing has been
finalized, the University of
Montana Foundation’s bid to pur-
chase the Highlands Golf Course
is nearing completion, UM
President George Dennison said
Monday.
“We had hoped to have (the
sale) done by now,” Dennison
said. “We’ll know soon.”
When asked how soon,
Dennison said “maybe a week.”
The price of the 34-year-old
golf course is nearly $500,000,
part sale and part donation to the
UM Foundation. Dennison said
that the Foundation is getting a
bargain price from current owner
Richard Hoffmaster.
The sale would include the
nine-hole, 2,900-yard course and
all golf-related equipment on the
premises. Shadows Keep, a fine-
dining restaurant located on the
course, would not be included,
Dennison said.
Missoula’s recently passed mar-
ijuana de-prioritization initiative
is not yet fully implemented, but
there is already an effort afoot to
amend the measure. 
County Attorney Fred Van
Valkenburg will ask the Board of
County Commissioners to change
the initiative so that it doesn’t
apply to felonies, he told the
Kaimin Monday.
As it is, Initiative 2 recom-
mends that Missoula County law
enforcement officials make adult
marijuana use their single lowest
priority. Use by minors is not part
of the recommendation. 
The problem, says Van
Valkenburg, is that even posses-
sion of a large quantity of marijua-
na – a felony – is made the lowest
priority under Initiative 2. 
“If you find somebody with 20
pounds of marijuana, this says you
should put that on the bottom of
the pile while you go after a dog-
at-large,” Van Valkenburg said.
“It’s just nonsensical.” 
Missoula voters approved the
de-prioritization measure by a
comfortable margin – about 54
percent of the votes – in
November’s election. But Van
Valkenburg thinks many voters
didn’t realize the measure’s full
scope. 
“I don’t really think the elec-
torate really understood the effect
this would have on felony cases,”
he said. 
Missoula County Sheriff Mike
McMeekin agrees that this may be
the case. 
“I’m always hesitant to try to
speculate on what the voters knew
or did not know or were thinking
Officials look to change
recent marijuana initiative
Photo Illustration by Kevin Hoffman/Montana Kaimin
Adult marijuana offenses are the lowest priority of Missoula County law enforcement since Initiative 2 took effect Jan.
1. However, County Attorney Fred Van Valkenburg is pushing to have the law amended so that it will not apply to
felonies.
Pot-ential Error?
William Fritz, one of two can-
didates vying for the University
of Montana’s provost position, is
a geologist, amateur banjo player
and the associate provost for aca-
demic programs at Georgia State
University.
Fritz wears
three hats at
Georgia State
U n i v e r s i t y .
Along with his
a s s o c i a t e
provost posi-
tion, he is the
chief enroll-
ment officer
and a tenured
geology pro-
fessor.
“He is a renaissance man,” said
Joan Carson, associate provost for
institutional effectiveness at GSU.
“He is an amazing person, really.” 
Fritz earned a doctorate in geol-
ogy from UM in 1980, and he
loves Montana, Carson said.  
“His love and his heart is out
there,” she said.
As associate provost at GSU,
Fritz worked to streamline enroll-
ment services.  He set up student-
friendly registration services, or
what he calls a “one-stop shop.”
The system provides all enroll-
ment services, such as financial
aid and registration, under one
Dennison:
Highlands
deal near
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I turned 22 a few weeks ago and ever since I’ve
been feeling lower than Thom York’s self-esteem,
because the birthday was pretty meaningless.
You turn 17 and you get to go to R-rated movies
without being hassled. Turn 18 and you can vote.
Then there’s a three-year period where nothing use-
ful happens until you can legally drink. 
Twenty-two brings nothing except the realization
that I’m going to be leaving college for the real world
– one without six other people determined to find out
what happens when people stop being polite.
When I told my 30-year-old brother about my bit-
terness, he told me to buck up because at 25 my
insurance premium will drop. 
I could hardly contain my bladder, it sounded so
exciting.
Of course, my brother shouldn’t be telling me
about aging, anyway. He recently had a midlife melt-
down over the movie “Rocky Balboa.” 
Complete truth here: My brother Bob and I saw the
new “Rocky” together and afterward he was emo-
tionally destroyed. He accepted turning 30 without
many problems, but the “Rocky” series ending has
sent him into a downward spiral of egg drinking and
museum-step running. 
He pointed out to me that Rocky was 30 when he
first fought Apollo Creed back in 1976 and 31 when
he became heavyweight champion of the world.
“I’m 30,” he said forlornly. “I haven’t done any-
thing like that.” 
That’s right, he is depressed that he isn’t heavy-
weight champion of the world. If he were a boxer I’d
understand, but my brother is an engineer. And,
apparently, he’s also full of emotional problems from
the man known as the Italian Stallion (which makes
me wonder…).
I keep wondering if that’s what the future holds for
me. Will I someday be watching “The Matrix” when
I announce my depression about not being able to
dodge bullets and fly just like Neo? 
Well, OK, probably not. The sequels really sucked.
But I will probably feel bad that I’ve never been
abducted from my boat by the Dread Pirate Roberts
and that I’ve never busted a single ghost (supposedly
it makes you feel good).
Even if I make it past 30, life isn’t going to be bet-
ter at 40, when it will become apparent that I’m no
longer young enough to be cool and that my kids are
starting to think I’m lame (I think I’m lame as it is —
God knows how they’ll feel about it). Plus, my back
will hurt and my hair will be gone. I’ll officially look
just like my father currently does – old and bald.
And why shouldn’t I feel this way? People are
already calling the ‘90s retro, and I was born in 1985.
I remember when Pepsi came in glass bottles – hell,
I remember when it was clear – and Styrofoam was
used for everything. 
I have actually used the phrase, “We didn’t have
the Internet when I was your age,” in the past six
months, and I still have my collection of Pogs.
Personally, I think they should give you new rights
for every year you’re alive after 21 just to give us all
a reason to care about our birthdays. 
At 22 you should get a call from a celebrity you
like. (Call me from rehab, Lindsay). Twenty-four
could earn you one free threatening letter to a politi-
cian.
I’ll take anything at this point, because all I’ve got
to look forward to is marriage (and let’s face it, I’m
no prize) and kids. I’m not too thrilled about either.
And the worst part is that, just like my brother, I
probably won’t be heavyweight champion of the
world, either.
– Pat Duganz is a senior majoring in print journalism.
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published by the students of The
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Dear Mr. Stoner,
I’ve got some bad news, dude: Things might be getting a bit
tougher for you soon. And no, you’re not out of Cheetos or
microwavable pizza bagels.
It appears that the 5-0 isn’t taking that “marijuana priority” that
you and your buddies got Missoula County to pass last November
too seriously. There is even a movement aflutter to get the initia-
tive amended to exclude felonies.
No doubt, this sucks. The damn police are always up in your grill
trying to keep the stoner down. But, oh wait, that’s right, they’re
not.
Maybe it’s just the paranoia setting in, but nobody is out to get
you. In fact, your worst enemy may be yourself, because only
idiots get caught smoking pot. It’s the drunken drivers with that
forgotten stash on their dashboard who get the tickets, not the aver-
age Joes toking up in their moms’ basements.
The point is, prioritizing crimes is a dangerous game to partake
in. Is smoking marijuana as bad or heinous as a sexual assault or
homicide? Of course not, and there isn’t a single policeman in
America who’s going to ignore the assault going on in apartment
“A” so they can bust the stoners getting high next door. Even the
hypothetical thought seems ludicrous.
However, with these new relaxed marijuana regulations, the door
is left open for much more serious drug offenses to go unnoticed.
Now, such actions would be fine if you lived in some mystical
kingdom that magically came to life once you started puffin’ that
magic dragon, but you don’t. You live in the real world. Illegal
actions are just that and should be enforced as such.
The marijuana priority initiative was just another joke that has
helped make Montana the laughing stock that it is. However, unlike
the Unabomber and the Freemen, hopefully we can take this one
back.
Now feel free to resume those extracurricular activities of yours.
Oh, and please pass the bag of Cheetos to the stoner on your left.
–Danny Davis,
sports editor
Editorial
After initial high, marijuana
initiative is starting to burn out
Letters from My Future Birthdays
Life gets pretty ‘Rocky’ after 22nd birthday
The Kaimin accepts letters to the editor and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and columns should be
about 700 words. Please include  contact phone number
when submitting letters and guest columns. Please e-mail both
to letters@kaimin.umt.edu, or drop them off 
in Journalism 107. Global Warming 101Following on the recent Kaimin
article “The climate is a’changin”
(1/26/07), I’d like to highlight a few
important data points about climate
change (note that these represent the
scientific consensus on global
warming, based on established,
peer-reviewed research):
1. Climate change (or global
warming) is real, and it is here —
global average temperatures have
increased by about 1 C (1.8 F) over
the past 100 years, and are projected
to increase by 1.4 C to 5.8 C (2.5 F
to 10.4 F) over the coming century.
Twenty of the 21 hottest years
recorded since 1860 have occurred
within the last 25 years, and 2005
was the hottest year on record.
2. Effects of climate changes on
the biosphere are far-ranging and
profound — these include (but are
not limited to) an increase in hurri-
cane intensity and wildfire severity
and frequency, rising sea levels and
inundation of coastal lands, emer-
gence and resurgence of infectious
diseases, ecological and hydrologi-
cal changes, species invasions, loss
of critical habitat and weather-relat-
ed mortality.
3. Human activities are a cause of
observed climate changes — the
concentration of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere has increased from
315 parts per million by volume
(ppmv) in 1958 to over 380 ppmv in
2006.  Major contributors to the
buildup of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere include burning of fossil
fuels, industrial processes, defor-
estation, agriculture and urbaniza-
tion. 
4. We can make a difference by
reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions through development of
cleaner, renewable energy
sources; reducing energy and
resource consumption; and pro-
tecting wild landscapes that serve
as carbon sinks.
For more information on global
warming-related causes, effects and
solutions see:
1. Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change http://www.ipcc.ch/
2. Union of Concerned Scientists:
http://www.ucsusa.org/
3. Pew Center on Global Climate
Change http://www.pewclimate.org/
4. United Nations Environment
Programme and World Conservation
Monitoring Centre http://www.unep-
wcmc.org/
5. Hadley Centre on Climate Change
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/
hadleycentre/
Dr. Rachel Loehman,
researcher, UM’s College of
Forestry and Conservation
Letters 
to the editor
Montana Kaimin
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Accuracy Watch
The Montana Kaimin incorrectly reported in its Jan. 26 issue that for-
mer Provost Lois Muir was receiving a salary from the University of
Montana while on a leave of absence, after accepting a one-year
appointment as provost in the United Arab Emirates.  In fact, Muir was
paid half of her academic year salary of $110,328 for teaching two
courses fall semester in the psychology department, Introduction to
Psychological Research Methods and Child and Adolescent
Development. She is not being paid by UM while on leave. The Kaimin
also incorrectly reported that she was paid a salary equal to her
provost’s salary, which was $134,100. Muir was dismissed last spring
from her provost job but retained a position as a professor of psychol-
ogy. The Kaimin regrets the errors.
Montana Kaimin
UM’s best-selling campus newspaper.
 
NEW YORK — Would you
trust a robot to park your car?
The question will confront New
Yorkers in February as the city’s
first robotic parking opens in
Chinatown.
The technology has had a good
track record overseas, but the only
other public robotic garage in the
United States has been trouble-
some, dropping vehicles and trap-
ping cars because of technical
glitches.
Nonetheless, the developers of
the Chinatown garage are confi-
dent with the technology and are
counting on it to squeeze 67 cars
in an apartment-building base-
ment that would otherwise fit only
24, accomplished by removing a
ramp and maneuver space normal-
ly required.
A humanoid robot valet won’t be
stepping into your car to drive it.
Rather, the garage itself does
the parking. The driver stops the
car on a pallet and gets out. The
pallet is then lowered into the
innards of the garage, and trans-
ported to a vacant parking space
by a computer-controlled contrap-
tion similar to an elevator that also
runs sideways.
There is no human supervision,
but an attendant will be on hand to
accept cash and explain the sys-
tem to baffled humans.
Parking rates will be competi-
tive — about $400 monthly or $25
per day, according to Ari Milstein,
the director of planning for
Automotion Parking Systems, the
U.S. subsidiary of Germany’s
Stolzer Parkhaus, which has built
automated garages in several coun-
tries overseas and in the United
States for residents of a Washington,
D.C., apartment building.
Another company had built the
only other public robotic garage in
the United States, the one with a
checkered past.
Built in 2002 across the river in
Hoboken, N.J., with 314 spaces
for monthly rentals only, the
garage dropped an unoccupied
Cadillac Deville six floors in 2004
and a Jeep four stories the follow-
ing year. Early last year, a mal-
function that went unrepaired for
26 hours trapped cars inside.
This summer, the city of
Hoboken tried to wrest control of
the garage from its builder,
Robotic Parking Systems Inc. of
Clearwater, Fla., and an ensuing
court battle shut it down for two
weeks, trapping some cars inside.
The garage is closed until
Thursday as the city replaces the
controlling software, city
spokesman Bill Campbell said.
Dennis Clarke, the chief operating
officer at Robotic Parking, acknowl-
edged the operational problems, but
said the garage has operated with
“99.99 percent efficiency.” He
called the 26-hour outage a freak
incident, where two redundant sen-
sors failed at the same time and a
maintenance crew failed to follow
company policy in not repairing
them right away.
The company’s current genera-
tion of garages is much improved,
Clarke added.
“Software-wise, machinery-
wise, everything that has ever
given us a problem has been
designed out of the system,”
Clarke said.
Automotion’s Milstein said that
in the 11 years Stolzer Parkhaus
has built robotic garages, only one
car has been damaged, in an inci-
dent involving a half-set parking
brake. Even that loophole has now
been eliminated with the addition
of an additional sensor, he said.
“It is a complete virtual impossibil-
ity that damage can occur,” he said.
If the garage lives up to that claim,
it would certainly be a safety record
unheard of for traditional garages,
where not only cars but people get
hurt and even killed. Even the
Hoboken garage may not look like a
disaster by comparison, though it’s
rare for a conventional garage not to
give your car back.
The two loading bays in the
Chinatown garage are outfitted
with enough laser and radar sen-
sors to make Fort Knox jealous.
They sense if the car fits on the
pallet (it’s large enough for medi-
um-sized SUVs) and look for
movement to determine whether
the driver and passenger have left
the car. When the car is properly
parked on the pallet, the driver is
told to exit the car and leave the
bay, and a door closes behind him
or her before the pallet descends
into the garage.
When the driver comes back for
the car, the underground system
goes into motion to retrieve it.
Because it parks cars two deep in
some slots, it sometimes needs to
shuffle cars around to retrieve oth-
ers. The software figures all that out.
In a touch worthy of Inspector
Gadget, an underground turntable
turns the car around before it’s
lifted to the surface, ensuring that
it’s returned facing out into the
driveway, eliminating any need to
back out of the garage.
Clarke at Robotic Parking
Systems said demand for robotic
parking is booming in the country
after long lagging behind other
developed countries.
The company just finished ship-
ping a 900-car garage to Dubai
and signed a deal for a 1,200-car
garage for the United Arab
Emirates, is working on several
U.S. projects, including one 229-
car garage at the Hollywood
Grande resort in Florida.
“Demand is such that they’re real-
ly stacking up on us,” Clarke said.
“What seems to have happened is
that the developers have been want-
ing this for a long time, but the archi-
tects have been lagging behind.
Architects use the same plans over
and over, particularly when it comes
to parking in a garage.”
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New text service to warn
bus riders of problems
A new cell phone text service
warning ASUM Transportation
bus passengers of service outages
or wheelchair-lift problems will
be going into effect within the
next few weeks.
According to Nancy Wilson,
director of ASUM Transportation,
interested students can sign up for
the free text service and receive
messages warning of any bus
delays or problems. Student can
sign up through ASUM
Transportation’s Web site. 
“We haven’t firmed up all the
details yet, but basically students
will be able to opt into this service
and receive a text message on
their cell phone telling them of
any problems almost instantly,”
Wilson said. “It will be pretty easy
to use and a pretty short message.”
The warning system was the
idea of ASUM senator and
Transportation Committee mem-
ber Jordan Hess.  Hess said the
system will work by having the
bus drivers call in any problems,
and someone, probably a campus
dispatcher, will send the message
out.
Hess is currently getting final
aspects of the program together
and hammering out a contract for
the text service.  
Wilson said the program will
cost around $900 a year to oper-
ate, but the cost could be less if
ASUM Transportation would
allow advertisements to be sent to
the students. Wilson said ASUM
had decided against this.
“We aren’t going to be sending
any advertisements to students
with the texts,” she said. “It will
be used specifically for ASUM
Transportation issues.”
If the program is a success,
other student groups could use the
text service in the future, Hess
said.
“If this pilot program works
out, other student groups could
use it to tell members of meetings,
or if they are hosting an event or
anything like that,” he said.
Hess said he hopes the program
will launch in a few weeks.
JAMES LABER
MONTANA KAIMIN
Robotic parking to open in New York
PETER SVENSSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Montana  Kaimin
Jagamesh.
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Boondocker Days
Photos by Kevin Hoffman/Montana Kaimin
ABOVE: Sophomore Pat Johnson and alumnus Eric Hoberg use a two-man bucking saw to cut through a white pine log
on the Oval Monday.  Members of the UM Woodsman Team spent time promoting the 2007 Foresters’ Ball.
LEFT: Sophomore Ben Dubbe throws a keg shell across the Oval Monday during a contest to win tickets to the
Foresters’ Ball.  The Foresters’ Ball will be in the Schreiber Gym this Friday and Saturday. 
Fo
resters’Ball
The University of Montana College of Forestry and
Conservation and the Forestry Club spent Monday afternoon
on the Oval promoting their upcoming Ball with
“Boondocker Days.”  Club members and Woodsman’s Team
members demonstrated traditional logging and lumberjack
activities like sawyering and the ax throw, inviting passersby
to compete against club members for free tickets to this
weekend’s Ball.  The Ball Committee has several other pro-
motional events planned for the week.  The construction
effort to turn Schreiber Gym into an old-fashioned
logging/mining frontier town begins Tuesday.  The theme for
this year’s Ball is “Meet Me in Montana.”  Advance tickets
for either night are $12 for singles, $20 for couples (with a
pet supply donation, such as a collar, leash, pet food, etc.)
or $13 for singles, $22 for couples without a donation.
Singles are $15 and couples $25 at the door, from 8 p.m. to
1 a.m. both Friday and Saturday nights in Schreiber Gym. 
90th Annual
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ick Graetz is not your ordinary adjunct profes-
sor. He’s a world-class mountaineer, renowned
landscape photographer, Big Sky, Mont., ambassador and a
successful publisher. And now he wants to help UM forge a
“Mountain Institute” to offer degrees and study focused on
the topography he knows and loves best.
“UM is becoming more of a presence in my life,“ he said.
“I’m involved here with some of the best and brightest peo-
ple.” 
Graetz and his colleagues hope to get the Mountain
Institute and a corresponding doctorate program up and
running soon.
“It makes such common sense to have a mountain pro-
gram here,” Graetz said.
Graetz is a homegrown Montana boy. Like many young-
sters, he “enjoyed getting out as a kid in the mountains.”
Graetz served as a public relations representative for a
Swiss company throughout the Northwest, but when the
company wanted to move him to the coast, he left the com-
pany, rather than leave Montana.
This was 1970, and since he needed a job, he created one.
“I decided Montana needed a magazine,” Graetz said.
“Montana Magazine,” which became the largest regional
magazine in the state, is still being published. With the suc-
cess of the magazine under his belt, Graetz and his wife,
Susie, founded American Geographic Publishing, and put out
the highly popular “Montana Geographic” series in the 1980s
and early ’90s. The Graetzes have since sold the publishing
company to Lee Enterprises, which still distributes the books.
“It was a lot simpler to do things then,” Graetz said of
starting his own publishing business. “I had a huge amount
of support. People all over the state helped.”
Graetz is adamant that without that help, he’d be
nowhere.
“My stuff would be crap without my wife’s support. She
makes our stuff work.”
That “stuff” includes most of the photographs in the
Graetz’s books. American Geographic publishes books
about Montana, Vietnam and mountain cultures and com-
munities throughout the world. They also publish “tourist
guides” for Montana, focusing on the different geographic
regions of the state. Rick and Susie Graetz share the photo
credits in all their books. 
Now, Graetz, an occasional UM adjunct and avid moun-
tain climber, has turned his attention to creating this new
institute.
The Mountain Institute already has support from some
key players, including Jerry Fetz, dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences, and UM President George Dennison.
“There’s no road block in the way of good ideas,” said
Graetz, adding that Dennison has been especially support-
ive in a time “when Montana has been de-investing in edu-
cation.” 
The department has already sent investigative teams out
to proffer the institute idea and is strengthening ties with
like-minded programs, such as the Glacier Institute, which
focuses on the Glacier National Park ecosystem. From Fort
Peck to Tajikistan, university officials have been working to
establish UM’s expertise in mountain and ecosystem
tourism. Fetz, Dennison and Mehrdad Kia, UM’s director
of International Programs, went to Tajikistan last year to
establish ties with universities there. Graetz and fellow pro-
fessor Ardeshir Kia followed this year.
“Tajikistan is this little gem,” Graetz said. “It was the
nerve center of the Silk Road. It’s undiscovered territory,
with the greatest concentration of ice fields in a temperate
zone.
“Most of the world’s mountains are tough, harsh places
to live in. There are lots of cultures being disrupted (by
global tourism),” he said.
One goal of the Mountain Institute will be to “help these
people help themselves, to see what they can do with sus-
tainable tourism that doesn’t destroy the culture of the
country, but works with it.”
The philosophy of cooperation is integral to Graetz.
“If you stand up alone, a strong wind can blow you
down,” he said.
Graetz hopes to apply the same principle to Eastern
Montana, as well. The Geography Department, along with
the Foundation for Community Vitality, will hold two sym-
posiums in the fall of 2007 discussing possibilities for sus-
tainable tourism and sustainable agriculture in the eastern
two-thirds of the state. 
Another visible face of the Institute will be a mountain
geography text currently under development by Graetz and
Ulrich Kamp, a UM geography professor and earthquake
consultant to Pakistan.  
“I feel a geography degree is perhaps one of the most
useful degrees a student can earn, especially if they empha-
size the human/cultural aspect,” Graetz said.
Right:  UM geography professor Rick Graetz hopes to start the Mountain Institute, which would preserve  Montana’s
mountain ecosystem. Graetz founded Montana Magazine in 1970 as a photographer and writer. (Photo by Hugh
Carey/Montana Kaimin)
Below:  Rick Graetz jumps a crevasse on Mount Rainer.  (Photo courtesy of Rick Graetz)
Geo
gra
phy prof rea
ching for new heightsStory  by  Anne Kazmierczak
R
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Bush warns of ‘firm’ response
against Iran action in Iraq
WASHINGTON — Deeply dis-
trustful of Iran, President Bush
said Monday “we will respond
firmly” if Tehran escalates its mil-
itary actions in Iraq and threatens
American forces or Iraqi citizens.
Bush’s warning was the latest
move in a bitter and more public
standoff between the United
States and Iran. The White House
expressed skepticism about Iran’s
plans to greatly expand its eco-
nomic and military ties with Iraq.
The United States has accused
Iran of supporting terrorism in
Iraq and supplying weapons to kill
American forces.
“If Iran escalates its military
actions in Iraq to the detriment of
our troops and - or innocent Iraqi
people, we will respond firmly,”
Bush said in an interview with
National Public Radio.
The president’s comments rein-
forced earlier statements from the
White House.
“If Iran wants to quit playing a
destructive role in the affairs of
Iraq and wants to play a construc-
tive role, we would certainly wel-
come that,” National Security
Council spokesman Gordon
Johndroe said. But, he said,
“We’ve seen little evidence to date
(of constructive activities) and
frankly all we have seen is evi-
dence to the contrary.”
200 Iraqi cult members die
near holy city of Najaf
BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraqi offi-
cials said Monday that U.S.-
backed Iraqi troops had targeted a
messianic cult called “Soldiers of
Heaven” in a weekend battle that
left 200 fighters dead, including
the group’s leader, near the Shiite
holy city of Najaf. A military com-
mander said hundreds of gunmen
planned to disguise themselves as
pilgrims and kill clerics on the
holiest day of the Shiite calendar.
The Iraqi government
spokesman, Ali al-Dabbagh, said
the raid on Sunday in date-palm
orchards on the city’s outskirts
was aimed against the fringe
Shiite cult that some Iraqi officials
said had links to Saddam Hussein
loyalists and foreign fighters.
Officials said the group, which
included families, was hoping the
violence it planned would force
the return of the “hidden imam,” a
9th-century Shiite saint who
Shiites believe will come again to
bring peace and justice to the
world.
U.S. and British jets played a
major role in the fighting, drop-
ping 500-pound bombs on the mil-
itants’ positions, but President
Bush said the battle was an indica-
tion that Iraqis were beginning to
take control.
“My first reaction on this report
from the battlefield is that the
Iraqis are beginning to show me
something,” Bush told NPR.
The fighting began Sunday and
ended Monday. U.S. officials said
an American military helicopter
crashed during the battle, killing
two soldiers on board, but gave no
further details. Maj. Gen. Othman
al-Ghanemi, the Iraqi commander
in charge of the Najaf region, said
the aircraft was shot down. It was
the second U.S. military helicop-
ter to crash in eight days.
Government questions need for
‘crash-proof’ nuclear plants
WASHINGTON — Making
nuclear power plants crash-proof
to an airliner attack by terrorists is
impracticable and it’s up to the
military to avert such an assault,
the government said Monday.
The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, in a revised security
policy, directed nuclear plant
operators to focus on preventing
radiation from escaping in case of
such an attack and to improve
evacuation plans to protect public
health and safety.
“The active protection against
airborne threats is addressed by
other federal organizations,
including the military,” the NRC
said in a statement.
The agency rejected calls by
some nuclear watchdog groups
that the government establish firm
no-fly zones near reactors or that
plant operators build “lattice-like”
barriers to protect reactors, or be
required to have anti-aircraft
weapons on site to shoot down an
incoming plane.
The NRC, in a summary of the
mostly secret security plan, said
such proposals were examined,
but that it was concluded the
“active protection” against an air-
borne threat rests with organiza-
tions such as the military or the
Federal Aviation Administration.
Derby-winner Barbaro put down
after long fight with injuries
KENNETT SQUARE, Pa. —
Kentucky Derby winner Barbaro
was euthanized Monday after
complications from his gruesome
breakdown at last year’s
Preakness, ending an eight-month
ordeal that prompted an outpour-
ing of support across the country.
A series of ailments — includ-
ing laminitis in the left rear hoof,
an abscess in the right rear hoof,
as well as new laminitis in both
front feet — proved too much for
the gallant colt. The horse was put
down at 10:30 a.m.
“Certainly, grief is the price we
all pay for love,” said co-owner
Gretchen Jackson at a news con-
ference.
Barbaro battled in his ICU stall
for eight months. The 4-year-old
colt underwent several procedures
and was fitted with fiberglass
casts. He spent time in a sling to
ease pressure on his legs, had pins
inserted and was fitted at the end
with an external brace. These were
all extraordinary measures for a
horse with such injuries.
“Clearly, this was a difficult
decision to make,” chief surgeon
Dr. Dean Richardson. “It hinged
on what we said all along, whether
or not we thought his quality of
life was acceptable. The probable
outcome was just so poor.”
Palestinian suicide bombing
jeopardizes Gaza Strip truce
EILAT, Israel — A Palestinian
suicide bomber killed three
Israelis at a bakery Monday in the
first such attack inside the country
in nine months, and the two radi-
cal groups that claimed to have
sent him said they were trying to
end weeks of Palestinian infight-
ing by taking aim at Israel instead.
The bombing was praised by the
Palestinians’ governing Hamas
movement as legitimate resistance
— a position that was sure to hurt
efforts to end a crippling econom-
ic boycott imposed by the interna-
tional community.
The attack also jeopardized a
two-month truce in the Gaza Strip.
Israeli security chiefs met late
Monday to discuss a response.
“This is a grave incident, it’s an
escalation and we shall treat it as
such,” said Defense Minister Amir
Peretz.
It was the first suicide bombing
in this Red Sea resort of 50,000 at
Israel’s southern tip near the
Jordanian and Egyptian borders.
The town is a popular getaway for
Israelis because it has been insu-
lated from Israeli-Palestinian vio-
lence.
Shattered glass, body parts and
blood-splattered pastries were
strewn on the sidewalk outside the
bakery. Two of the victims were
the owners of the bakery.
Former spokesman Fleischer
testifies in ‘Scooter’ Libby case
WASHINGTON — Former
White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer testified Monday he first
heard that a prominent war critic’s
wife worked at the CIA from vice
presidential aide I. Lewis
“Scooter” Libby. He said he
thought the information might
help deflect critical questions
from reporters.
Fleischer said Libby told him
about Valerie Plame’s job at the
CIA over a lunch in the White
House mess on July 7, 2003. But
Libby has told investigators he
thought he first learned about
Plame on July 10 from NBC
reporter Tim Russert.
Four other government witness-
es also have said they discussed
Plame with Libby before July 10,
and the discrepancy between those
accounts and what Libby told the
FBI and a grand jury are a major
component of the perjury and
obstruction of justice charges
against Vice President Dick
Cheney’s former chief of staff.
Libby now says his memory
failed him when he spoke to
Russert.
The appearance of Fleischer,
President Bush’s chief spokesman
from 2001 through mid-2003,
slightly swelled the crowd of trial
onlookers, including veteran
reporters eager to see a White
House press secretary questioned
under oath.
Hubble Space Telescope loses
two-thirds observation ability
BALTIMORE — Two-thirds of
the observation ability on the pop-
ular Hubble Space Telescope’s
main camera have been perma-
nently lost following power sup-
ply problems, NASA announced
Monday.
The Advanced Camera for
Surveys shut down again over the
weekend, the third outage in less
than a year for the instrument. The
orbiting observatory entered a
protective “safe mode” Saturday
morning and an initial investiga-
tion has determined that its back-
up power supply failed, the space
agency said.
Observations are expected to
resume this week using the
Hubble’s other instruments. One
of the three cameras on the ACS,
the solar blind channel, is expect-
ed to be returned to operation,
possibly by the middle of
February.
The outlook is not good for the
other two, said Dave Leckrone, a
senior scientist on the Hubble
Space Telescope project at the
Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt.
“We’re not optimistic at all that
those will be restored,” Leckrone
said.
– Compiled from the
Associated Press
The World in Brief
 

JERUSALEM — In a prece-
dent-setting decision, an Israeli
court has ruled that a dead sol-
dier’s family can have his sperm
impregnated into the body of a
woman he never met.
Keivan Cohen, 20, was shot
dead in 2002 by a Palestinian
sniper in the Gaza Strip. He was
single and left no will. But at the
urging of his parents, a sample of
his sperm was taken two hours
after his death and has been stored
in a hospital since.
When the family tried to gain
access to the sperm, however, the
hospital refused, on the ground
that only a spouse could make
such a request. Arguing that their
son yearned to raise a family, his
parents challenged that decision in
court. And on Jan. 15, after a four-
year legal battle, a Tel Aviv court
granted the family’s wish and
ruled that the sperm could be
injected into a woman selected by
Cohen’s family.
The ruling also ordered the
Ministry of Interior to register any
children born as a result of the
insemination as children of the
deceased.
“On the one hand I’m terribly
sad that I don’t have my boy; it’s a
terrible loss,” Rachel Cohen said
in an interview in Monday’s
Chicago Tribune. “But I’m also
happy that I succeeded in carrying
out my son’s will.”
Cohen did not return phone
calls from the Associated Press.
Irit Rosenblum, a family rights
advocate who represented the
Cohen family, said the ruling was
significant because it set a prece-
dent for those seeking to continue
bloodlines after death.
At the trial, Rosenblum present-
ed testimony, including video
recordings, in which Cohen
expressed his desire to have chil-
dren.
“He always said he wanted chil-
dren,” she told The Associated
Press. “But there were no regula-
tions in the law that deals with
using sperm from dead people.”
Rosenblum said soldiers
increasingly have been leaving
sperm samples, or explicit instruc-
tions on post-mortem extraction,
before heading to battle.
She said she knew of more than
100 cases of Israeli soldiers who,
before last summer’s war with
Lebanese guerillas, asked to have
their sperm saved if they were
killed. American soldiers have
also begun donating sperm before
heading to Iraq, she said.
“I think it is a human revolu-
tion,” Rosenblum said. “Ten years
ago, who would believe that a
human being can continue after he
has died. I think it is great for
humanity.”
Rosenblum said the woman
who is to act as surrogate mother
has requested to remain anony-
mous.
“She’s like family to us,”
Rachel Cohen told the Tribune.
“Cruel and good fate brought us
together.”
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
Professor Mary Morrison, right, teaches students American Sign Language (ASL) in the Liberal Arts Building Monday. ASL class is offered every term and counts as a foreign language class. 
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Israeli court rules dead soldier’s parents have custody of his sperm
Say what?!
ARON HELLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
 
FORT WORTH, Texas —
Sammy Sosa and the Texas
Rangers wrapped up weeks of
negotiations and agreed to a minor
league contract that is to be
announced Tuesday.
Sosa, a 38-year-old who is fifth
on the career list with 588 home
runs, hasn’t played in the major
leagues since 2005. He will have
to go to spring training and earn
his spot on the roster with the
Rangers, the team he began his
career with in 1989.
Sosa wasn’t scheduled to attend
the news conference, but was
expected to address the media by
telephone.
He returned home to the
Dominican Republic after his sec-
ond workout for the Rangers, two
weeks ago in Texas. Sosa also
worked out for Texas in the
Dominican Republic this month.
If Sosa is placed on the
Rangers’ 40-man roster, his con-
tract likely will have a base salary
of about $500,000. He would have
the chance to earn additional per-
formance bonuses.
In his career with the Rangers
(1989), Chicago White Sox
(1989-91), Chicago Cubs (1992-
2004) and Orioles, Sosa has batted
.274 with 1,575 RBIs and has hit
60 home runs or more in a year
three times.
Sosa last played for the
Baltimore Orioles in 2005, when
the seven-time All-Star hit .221
with 14 homers and 45 RBIs in
102 games. His major league
debut came with the Rangers in
1989, when he played only 25
games before being traded to the
Chicago White Sox.
Sosa was the NL MVP in 1998,
when he batted .308 with a career-
high 66 homers and 158 RBIs for
the Cubs. That was the season he
was in the home run chase with
Mark McGwire, who became the
first major leaguer to hit 70
homers.
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UM Sports Briefs
Montana wraps up road trip by demolishing UNC
Sophomore forward Jordan Hasquet had 17 points and 10 rebounds to
help lead the University of Montana to a 68-51 win over the University
of Northern Colorado on Saturday in Greeley, Colo. 
Hasquet opened up the scoring with a jumper two minutes into the
game to give Montana a 2-0 lead. UM never trailed and led by as many
as 24 points.
Tommie Clark came off the bench to lead UNC with 12 points. The
win, coupled with UM’s 74-71 win over Northern Arizona on Thursday,
gave UM a sweep of its weekend road trip and vaulted the team back
into the picture for the Big Sky Conference regular season title.
Montana (11-10; 5-3 BSC) currently sits in a tie for second place with
Idaho State, one game behind Weber State.
Strait nabs Big Sky Conference Player of the Week
University of Montana junior Andrew Strait was named the Big Sky
Conference Player of the Week for his efforts in Montana’s weekend
road wins over Northern Arizona and Northern Colorado.
Against NAU, Strait was a perfect 11-for-11 from the field for 23
points in a 74-71 UM win. Against Northern Colorado on Saturday,
Strait chipped in 13 points and grabbed eight rebounds in Montana’s 68-
51 conquest.
Strait shares the honor with Weber State forward David Patten. Patten
averaged 22 points in Weber State’s wins over Idaho State and Eastern
Washington. 
This is the third career POW award for Strait and the first won by a
Griz men’s basketball player this season.
More tracksters book reservations to Championships
At the Washington State Invitational in Pullman, Wash., on Saturday,
four University of Montana athletes posted qualifying performances for
the season-ending Big Sky Conference Championships.
Senior Chris Mosbacher (triple jump), sophomore Anya Wechsler
(pole vault) and freshman Chris Hicks (heptathlon) all qualified for the
Championships, which will be held in Bozeman on Feb 23-24.
Freshman Kara DeWalt, who had previously qualified for two events,
qualified for the mile.
Women’s tennis team gets served in the Beehive State
The University of Montana women’s tennis team had a rough start to
its 2007 spring season, dropping dual matches on the road to both Utah
State and the University of Utah.
UM lost 5-2 to Utah State on Friday and was then swept 7-0 by the
Utes on Saturday.
Freshman Danni Paulson and sophomore Martyna Nowak picked up
singles victories against the Aggies. Paulson beat Dee-Dee Nelson in
three sets while Nowak ousted Lauren Monson 7-6, 6-1.
UM is next in action in two weeks when it will play three matches in
three days in Boise, Idaho.
- Kaimin Sports staff
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. —
Tony Dungy and the Indianapolis
Colts are in Florida to win a Super
Bowl. The partying can begin next
week.
The Colts arrived in Fort
Lauderdale on Monday, a day
later than the Chicago Bears and
most other recent Super Bowl
teams, because they wanted to
make this a business-as-usual
week amid the torrent of the usual
circus-like environment.
Now it’s time to get to work.
“Our bye came fairly early in
the season, so our guys have gone
a long time without a weekend
off,” Dungy said. “I wanted them
all to spend some time with their
families and have a chance to
relax before getting down here.”
Good luck with that from now
on.
The craziness began Monday
night as the Colts made Dungy
and six players available an hour
after landing in South Florida. On
Tuesday, more players, including
two-time MVP Peyton Manning
and quiet receiver Marvin
Harrison, will address questions
on media day, an often chaotic
session.
Indy is also scheduled to prac-
tice for the first time in Florida on
Wednesday.
The Colts kept Manning off the
speaking schedule Monday night
even though the last week has
been filled with questions about
his injured right thumb. Dungy
said it wouldn’t be a problem for
Sunday’s game.
Manning hurt his throwing hand
when it hit the helmet of left tack-
le Tarik Glenn late in the AFC
championship game. The Super
Bowl would be Manning’s 157th
consecutive start, including the
postseason, second all-time
among quarterbacks behind only
Brett Favre — a three-time MVP
with Green Bay and winner of the
1997 Super Bowl.
Instead, the biggest injury ques-
tion concerns starting cornerback
Nick Harper, who sprained his left
ankle last week. He got off the bus
with his foot in a walking boot.
“Everybody practiced today,
except Nick,” Dungy said. “He’s
the only one who is questionable.
He feels like he’ll make it; we’ll
see on Wednesday.”
Before departing, the Colts held
their final practice of the season at
their indoor facility, again closing
it to reporters. Dungy has general-
ly held open practices, but closed
all except the stretching portion to
the media during the playoffs.
Dungy said last week he would
not impose a team curfew until
Tuesday night.
Still, these Colts came to
Florida determined to fulfill their
mission — bringing back the fran-
chise’s second Lombardi Trophy
— and couldn’t wait to get out of
the single-digit temperatures back
in Indiana for the more temperate
climate of South Florida.
“I’m excited, I’m excited we’re
here,” safety Bob Sanders said,
wearing a pair of dark sunglasses
despite no sunlight. “It’s awe-
some, I just love it. It’s a feeling
you can’t explain.”
Some players reflected on how
their unexpected route to the
Super Bowl began, and how so
many outsiders wrote off the
Colts’ chances primarily because
they were the only team in the
league to allow 100-yard rushers
all 16 weeks of the regular season.
But with a chance to redeem
themselves after last season’s
blown opportunity in the division-
al round, the Colts intend to stay
focused rather than spending time
participating in late-night activi-
ties at their beachfront hotel prop-
erty.
“We didn’t talk a whole lot
about that (distractions),” Dungy
said. “We talked about what we
want to accomplish, our job and
preparing for the game. I don’t
think we’ll deal with a lot of those
temptations.”
For the Colts, the long-awaited
trip has come after a 36-year
absence from the NFL’s biggest
game. They had been to the play-
offs seven times in eight years and
reached the AFC championship
three years ago without making it
to the Super Bowl.
It’s the third time in franchise
history the Colts have tried to win
a title in Miami. They lost to the
New York Jets in 1969 and beat
the Dallas Cowboys two years
later, but it’s the first time Dungy,
Manning and Harrison have made
it.
And they have no intention of
getting caught in the sideshows.
“Last year, it was such a perfect
set up for us, and it didn’t hap-
pen,” Sanders said. “So we said if
we ever get in that situation again,
we’ll do whatever it takes to make
it happen.”
MICHAEL MAROT
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Colts relax amid pre-Bowl mayhem
Sosa to earn his spot with Rangers
STEPHEN HAWKINS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Kaimin Sports
So what?
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University of Montana junior
guard Laura Cote spent her
Saturday relaxing and putting
together a puzzle from the televi-
sion show “Lost.”  Later that
night, Cote was far from lost as
she helped Montana piece its way
through the University of
Northern Colorado’s defense for
an 85-54 win.
After UNC guard Melanie
Drangmeister sank a 3-pointer
with 13:59 left in the first half, the
Lady Griz found themselves a
point behind at 10-9. Cote
responded with back-to-back 3-
pointers, setting the Griz on an 8-
0 run, securing Montana’s lead for
the rest of the game.
“The first play I was in the
game, [UNC] came out in zone
and they just forgot about me, so I
decided to shoot it,” said Cote,
who finished with a career-high
18 points. “Whenever I make a
three it’s kind of rare, so I get
excited. I just felt good after that;
I got pretty lucky.”
UM head coach Robin Selvig
said Cote’s performance didn’t
surprise him.
“She’s been playing real well;
she just hasn’t had that many shots
in a lot of games,” Selvig said.
“She had two open looks from the
three early and made them, and
that gave her confidence and then
she got to the hole too. It’s been
nice to see her getting some more
shots in the game and having a big
offensive night.”
Along with coaching Montana
to another big win, the UM coach-
ing staff also worked to bring
awareness to breast cancer by
wearing pink to Saturday’s game.
“Any time you see Rob in pink
that’s pretty cute,” Cote said. 
Selvig, who wore a pink tie,
said that the Women’s Basketball
Coaches Association designates a
cancer awareness weekend.
“Most coaches around the coun-
try are encouraged to wear some-
thing pink,” Selvig said. UNC
head coach Jaime White also
adorned herself with a pink shirt
in honor of the occasion. 
Even though White’s team is in
its first season with the Big Sky
Conference, UNC brought 3-point
shooters and a fast-paced game to
compensate for its inexperience.
UNC was 12-31 from behind the
3-point line, compared to
Montana’s 8-17. In the second
half of the game, the Bears shot 60
percent from 3-point range, com-
pared to Montana’s 55.6 percent. 
UNC guard Heather Barbour
led the Bears with 15 points, sink-
ing four 3-point shots in the sec-
ond half, three of which were
made in a two minute span during
the second half. 
“We knew that they could shoot
the three ball, and they really shot
it well tonight,” UM guard Mandy
Morales said. “They’re a really
hustling team and we just had to
stop that, but they got a lot of
threes tonight.”
Three’s were about the only
thing that UNC could get into the
basket though, as Montana domi-
nated both on offense and defense.
Morales led Montana with 21
points and sophomore guard
Sonya Rogers also scored in the
double-digits with 11 points. 
With less than eight minutes to
play in the first half, Montana
went on a 15-1 run, with the Bears
only able to score on a free throw
by guard Whitley Cox. Montana
limited the Bears to a first half
shooting percentage of only 19.4
percent. 
“I think one of the best things
about tonight was just that we
were excited to play, everybody
was in a good mood,” Cote said.
“We were talking with each other,
we talked well on defense and on
offense. We came together, it was
a team win.”
Lady Griz cruise to victory over Northern Colorado
SARAH SWAN
MONTANA KAIMIN
Hugh Carey/ Montana Kaimin
Sophomore Mandy Morales dribbles during the game against Northern Colorado Saturday at Dahlberg Arena. Morales led the team with 21 points as the
Lady Griz won 85-54.  
www.MontanaKaimin.com
Kaimin
Sports
The sportiest
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Kaimin.
(Besides Arts.)
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PERSONALS
STRESSED? WANT TO GET YOUR SEMESTER OFF TO A
GOOD START? Free stress management seminar on
Tues. Jan 30th 5:30-7:00 at the Curry Health Center
room 073. To register call the Counseling and
Psychological Service at 243-4711.
Boring Break? Free, anonymous HIV Counseling &
Testing….Call 243-4330
Counseling and Psychological Services Here when you
need us. 243-4711
HELP WANTED
We pay up to 75 dollars per survey.
Www.GetPaidToThink.com
After-school child care program needs part-time
afternoon help. 5-10 hours per week. Looking for
motivated, energetic people to work with kids aged
4-10  years. Call Dave or Kathy 549-9845
FOR SALE
1992 Subaru Loyal Wagon 5 speed manual CD/AC
power locks and rack. 206,000 miles runs perfect!
$1000 or best offer. Call (253) 651-1307
Show your school pride w/unique College Fan
Scarves. View them at poshpillowsofmontana.com A
perfect gift for students or alumni $30 each (US$)
plus $3.95 shipping. Call 251-6780
Dell XPS, 3.4 GIG HZ, Pentium IV, switched to
Macintosh, best offer 549-0077
FOR RENT
Weekend Cabins: 30 min. from Missoula. $44-
$66/NIGHT. ROCK CREEK CABINS  251-6611
MISCELLANEOUS
Do you want to know more about being a volunteer?
Big Brothers Big Sisters is hosting an Open House
Thursday, February 1st at the UC N. Ballroom from
5:30-7pm w/snacks and prizes. 
INSTRUCTION
FLAMENCO SPANISH DANCE CLASSES (UM credit avail-
able) DANCERCISE in Missoula with Elenita Brown 777-
5956
YOUNG LIFE
Want to make a difference through leadership and
creating Christ-centered relationships with high
school students? Join the YoungLife Team in Missoula
if interested Call Cassi 406-670-9358.
The Kaimin runs classifieds four days a week.  Prepayment is required.  Classifieds may be placed
at Journalism 206 or via FAX: (406)243-5475, email: classifieds@kaimin.umt.edu or call 243-6541.
R A T E S Off Campus
$1 per 5-word line/dayk i o s k Student/Faculty/Staff $.90 per 5-word line/day
K A I M I N   C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Classified section. We urge all readers to
use their best judgment and investigate
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying out
any money. LOST AND FOUND: The Kaimin runs classified ads for lost or found items free of charge.
They can be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.   
E - m a i l  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S  T o :  c l a s s i f i e d s @ k a i m i n . u m t . e d u  E - m a i l  D I S P L A Y  A D S  T o :  k a i m i n a d @ k a i m i n . u m t . e d u
Dennison said there are no con-
crete plans as to the future of the
current UM Golf Course, located
on the south campus, but the land
will likely be needed for new aca-
demic buildings and student hous-
ing.
According to the South Campus
Master Plan Web site, prospective
uses for the land include new aca-
demic buildings, student housing
and tennis courts.
The South Campus Master Plan
Committee will be meeting Feb. 5
at the Lewis and Clark
Community Center at 3000 South
Higgins Ave. to discuss plans for
the course’s future.
In other news, Dennison said
plans for a UM satellite campus in
Xiamen, China, between UM and
the Chinese Ministry of
Education, are progressing slow-
ly.
“We are still negotiating,”
Dennison said. “They have their
own schedule, own time frame,
but the process is moving.”
DENNISON
Continued from Page 1
on any issue,” McMeekin said. “I
can tell you, anecdotally, that
since the election, there have been
a fair number of voters who were
surprised to realize they voted for
something that made felonies a
low priority.” 
Initiative 2 mandates that an
oversight committee be formed no
later than Feb. 5, with the purpose
of monitoring various county
agencies’ compliance with the
measure. The Missoula Board of
County Commissioners is current-
ly reviewing applications for posi-
tions on the board – a task compli-
cated by the fact that committee
members must fit certain specific
categories. For example, two must
be defense attorneys, and one
must be a medical marijuana user. 
McMeekin said he has estab-
lished some interim policies for
tracking his department’s efforts
in regard to adult marijuana pos-
session, as required by the meas-
ure. As to whether he tells his offi-
cers to change their priorities
while on patrol, however,
McMeekin maintains the position
he held prior to the election. 
“The answer is a loud and clear
‘No,’” he said. “We hire and train
people to make those decisions in
the field.” 
An amendment to the initiative
would require the vote of at least
two out of the three county com-
missioners. Prior to that vote, the
board will have a public hearing
on the issue, board Chairwoman
Barbara Evans said. There is no
set date for that hearing, she said.
Legally, it must be advertised at
least two weeks in advance. 
All three commissioners told
the Kaimin they had concerns
with the initiative in its current
form, but had not yet decided
whether or how to amend the
measure.
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roof, at one time.  
“Students have loved this,”
Carson said. 
Georgia State University has
27,000 students and a general
education budget of $300 million. 
He has published three books
and a number of journal articles.
Most of his writing focuses on
geology, specifically the forma-
tion of different rock layers.
Much of Fritz’s research is on the
Rocky Mountain region. 
When not teaching or tending
to his university obligations, Fritz
flies planes, plays the
Clawhammer banjo and breeds
cows, specializing in the preser-
vation of endangered cattle. 
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and know the challenges on the
ground,” he said.
Pratt received his undergradu-
ate degrees at Eastern Washington
University and University of
Washington, and then earned a
doctorate in zoology from
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University.
Pratt was the dean of Arts and
Sciences at Idaho State University
from 2002 to 2004.  He has
always loved the West, he said. 
“I’m kind of a Westerner at
heart,” Pratt said.
And although Pratt has strong
feelings for Montana, they fall
second to his main desire: to
improve UM.  “I’m actually more
interested in the university,” he
said.
Pratt has taught biology on and
off for the past 25 years.  His main
interest is in environmental sci-
ence and ecological problem solv-
ing.  He has published three books
and several academic publica-
tions.
On a more personal note, Tom
Young, Clarkson’s provost, said,
“Dick’s a sharp dresser.”
Pratt sees many opportunities to
help UM grow, if given the
chance, he said. 
“My focus is to continue to
build the excellence of the
University from an academic per-
spective,” he said.  “Montana is a
great place.  It has a lot of poten-
tial.”
Four out of 10
employees of the
Montana Kaimin 
read the 
Montana Kaimin.
  
